Recurrence in autogenous myocutaneous flap reconstruction after mastectomy for primary breast cancer: US diagnosis.
To assess the value of ultrasonography (US) and US-guided fine-needle aspiration biopsy (FNAB) in the detection and diagnosis of recurrent cancer in breasts reconstructed with autogenous myocutaneous flaps after mastectomy for primary breast cancer and to describe the US appearances of recurrence in the reconstructed breast. Between July 1994 and March 2001, US of the reconstructed breast was performed in 20 women with autogenous myocutaneous flap reconstruction. US findings were correlated with clinical and mammographic findings. US-guided FNAB of 25 (64%) of the 39 recurrent cancers depicted at US was performed. Twenty-one (54%) of the 39 recurrent cancers depicted at US were clinically occult. Mammography performed in 12 of the 20 patients with reconstructed breasts depicted 14 (56%) of the 25 recurrent cancers that were detected at US in these patients. US-guided FNAB helped to establish a definitive diagnosis of recurrent breast carcinoma in 24 (96%) of the 25 tumor specimens sampled. US and US-guided FNAB are valuable for the assessment of both palpable and clinically occult recurrent breast cancers in autogenous myocutaneous flap breast reconstructions.